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Greetings From the Desk of Dr. Leslie N. Pollard

 The old, familiar song says: “Count your many blessings, name them one by one.  Count your 
many blessings, see what God has done.”  God has given Oakwood a blessing that would have been 
unimaginable years ago.  During this, the worst recession since the Great Depression, God gave to 
Oakwood University the gift of receiving and registering more than 2,000 students!  Yes, the 2,000-stu-
dent threshold has been broken! On September 26, 2011, I received the final enrollment report that 
indicated that our prayer had been answered:  2,006 students had been registered for the first time in 
our 115-year history!  For this signal blessing we are deeply grateful to God.
 Other blessings are ours every day.  Please enjoy some of the stories that take place at Oak-
wood University on a daily basis.  Oakwood is known for caring teachers, profoundly committed staff, 
gifted and determined students, and a highly competent administrative leadership team (present 
writer excluded— ).  Enjoy the pictures and bask in the stories of God’s special place—Oakwood 
University.  —Leslie N. Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., M.B.A.

OAKWOOD UNIVERSITY SEES RECORD 
ENROLLMENT
 Huntsville, Alabama―A Huntsville university is celebrating a milestone in school history. 
This fall Oakwood University is seeing a record enrollment. For the first time in the school’s history 
enrollment has soared above two thousand. Two thousand and six to be exact. That’s a four percent 
increase from last year.
 Public Relations Director Tim Allston says there was a 25 percent increase of more students 
working to get their graduate degrees, and many more seeking a bachelor’s. Officials also attribute 
increased enrollment thanks to the adult LEAP Program. Those students can earn a four year degree 
at night. The LEAP program has jumped from 62 students to 135 this year. “It means an awful lot to 
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us, it means that many people in Alabama and from 
around the country and from around the world want 
the Oakwood experience for their young people as 
well as the older adults who want to complete their 
degrees through our LEAP program” Allston said.
 Oakwood music major Urhiel Jordier is work-
ing on his B.A. degree. The junior came all the way 
from Paris, France, to study in Huntsville. He says the 
Oakwood Christian academic experience is unique. 
“In France we don’t have this type of thing, so this 
experience for me having a lot of students and fac-
ulty very close to students is helping and a blessing 
for me” the student said.―Tim Reid, WAAY-TV.  
The Oakwood University family is excited and 
deeply thankful to have achieved this milestone in its enrollment history. Oakwood recruiters 
have labored intelligently and exhaustively to convince students and their parents that OU is the 
best place for their children despite the existence of so many lower- cost alternatives. We are 
glad our students are here, we thank God for them, and we―faculty, staff, and administration―
pledge to actively engage every possibility in ensuring that each student graduates in his or her 
respective year. 
 For more information, go to:  http://www.waaytv.com/news/local/story/Oakwood-Universi-
ty-Celebrates-Historic-Enrollment/BiEjM434LEq7Q0N4fcF2IQ.cspx

 

70 DAYS OF POWER 
LAUNCHED
 On August 23, 2011, the university 
community joined together to celebrate 
a sweeping commitment to seek God in 
prayer across the first 70 days of the 2011-
2012 school year.  The “70 Days of Power” 
represents the greatest God-seeking event 
in the history of Oakwood University. For 

70 days, the Oakwood University community committed to seeking tangible manifestations of God’s 
presence and power on the Oakwood University campus.  For the first 30 days of the experience . . .
 1. Participants prayed according to the following Points of Prayer Petitions:
 a. For the salvation of every lost student on the OU campus;
 b. For the recovery of wholistic education on the OU cam-
pus, which includes bringing back a base industry to complete the 
training of head, heart, and hand at Oakwood University;
 c. For the unprecedented inflow of donor philanthropy to 
advance Oakwood’s capital and building needs.  Buildings needed 
are a performing arts center, health and wholeness center, and on-
campus residence hall facilities.  We pray to be less dependent on 
tuition and more supported by other revenue streams.
 2. Participants read 1 Corinthians 13 from the Loving Leadership 
devotional, which contains more than 30 different versions. First Corin-
thians 13 was also posted on its own FaceBook page at “70 Days.”
 3. Members joined in fasting on Mondays from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, and praying at the 
top of every hour for a revolution in loving service to God and others on the Oakwood University 
campus and for our three Points of Prayer.
 4. Participants were encouraged to use 1 Corinthians 13 in OU departmental worships on a 
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At Oakwood University

www.oakwood.edu/70daysofpower
and on Facebook at “70 Days of Power “

Cayman and Bahamian students meet the president on 
the first day of registration, August 15, 2011.  
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daily basis.
  5. Participants identified a prayer partner or small group and use 1 Corinthians 13 as a basis of 
discussion.
 6. Began every Sabbath school class with a section of 1 Corinthians 13.
 7. Daily completed the application exercises in Loving Leadership in their copy of the book, or at 
the “70 Days” FaceBook website.
 The latter 40 Days began on September 22 with the exercises in Dennis Smith’s devotional 40 Days 
of Prayer.―Leslie N. Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., M.B.A., President, Oakwood University.

VALLEY ATTORNEY EXPLAINS 
HOW IMMIGRATION LAW AFFECTS 
HIGHER EDUCATION
  
 Huntsville, Alabama―Because of its abundance of interna-
tional students, Oakwood University in Huntsville is making sure its 
students and staff understand the details of Alabama’s new immigra-
tion law. Attorney Kimberly Brown was the keynote speaker for an 
educational seminar on Oakwood’s campus Tuesday night.
 The purpose of the event was to explain how the state’s immi-
gration law affects higher education. Brown says international students 
may have to work a little harder. “If they’re here on any type of educa-
tion visa, do your work, stay in school. Don’t fall out of status, because the option of possibly falling out 
of status and just staying, that’s not an option in this state anymore,” 
says Brown.
 Brown laid out the details of the new law and answered questions from the audience. She says 
education is the key to compliance. ―By Chase Gallimore, WAAY-TV.  For more information, go to http://
www.waaytv.com/news/local/story/Valley-Attorney-Explains-How-Immigration-Law/N332MoYa50apfM-
5HCQphfw.cspx 

OU FACULTY MEMBER ON LOCAL 
BROADCAST
 LEAP director Dr. Rachel Williams-Smith was recently an “expert” on the 
local WAAY-TV 31 program “Ask the Expert.” The segment of the weekday news 
program features local experts in law, real estate, medicine, and other profes-
sional areas and takes live calls from viewers who want to have their questions 
answered first-hand. On the October 3 broadcast, Dr. Williams-Smith provided 
information about Oakwood’s adult and continuing education program.  For 
more information:  http://www.waaytv.com/content/experts/oakwood.aspx

OU ALUMNUS BECOMES PRESIDENT OF SNMA
 The Student National Medical Association (SNMA) is proud to announce that Oakwood alumnus 
Michael G. Knight was installed as national president during the 2011 Annual Medical Education Confer-

Attorney Kimberly Brown speaks at 
Oakwood.

Dr. Rachel Williams-Smith, 
LEAP director
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ence (AMEC) in Indianapolis, Indiana. Knight will serve as the lead programmatic 
coordinator and official spokesperson of the SNMA, overseeing 14 national com-
mittees with projects and initiatives to be implemented by more than 250 medi-
cal school and undergraduate chapters across the United States and the Carib-
bean.
 “I am honored to serve the SNMA as the 2011-12 national president,” says 
Knight. “During the year, our leadership team will continue to propel the SNMA 
to unprecedented heights. We aim to envision our organizational future, engage 
our membership and empower our communities like never before.”
 Knight, originally from New York City, attended Oakwood University 
(Huntsville, Alabama), where he graduated with a B.S. in Biomedical Sciences. 
In July 2007, he matriculated at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine 
of Case Western Reserve University (Cleveland, Ohio), where he is currently a 
fourth-year medical student.
 “Throughout Michael’s career at the Lerner College of Medicine, he has 
demonstrated a commitment to excellence in academic endeavors and in leader-
ship. I am confident that his experience leading the SNMA will prepare him to 
serve as a physician leader and to help promote a pipeline of physician leaders for the future,” says 
James A. Young, M.D., executive dean of Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine. 
 Knight has been instrumental in addressing the needs of Cleveland’s underserved populations 
through the organization of various programs, including the “Journey to the Medical Profession” and 
“Passport to Manhood” youth mentoring initiatives. Knight also leads national SNMA efforts focused 
on increasing the pipeline of underrepresented minority physicians, increasing cultural competency in 
medical education, and increasing HIV/AIDS awareness in minority communities with the “Greater Than 
AIDS” initiative. As an aspiring academician and future clinician, Knight hopes to encourage data-driven 
results, not only to treat chronic diseases, but also to advance community-based participatory research 
and eliminate racial and ethnic health-care disparities. 

DRAKE STATE CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 
 
 Reprinted from The Huntsville Times―One of Huntsville’s several insti-
tutions of higher learning is J.F. Drake State Technical College, which is celebrat-
ing its fiftieth anniversary.  The first celebratory program on August 30, 2011, 
acknowledged the school’s growth of the past, its prosperity of the present, and 
optimism for the future.
 The event at Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church included 
speeches and resolutions of commendations from state and community 
leaders, those with ties to the school back to its beginning as a tiny trade 

school, and fellow college leaders. One of the questions 
Drake president Dr. Helen McAlpine posed during her 
remarks―“How does an organization remain stable and 
successful for 50 years?”―was perhaps best answered 
by Oakwood University’s president, Dr. Leslie Pollard.
  He told the story of a sermon preached by the 
cleric St. Anthony long ago that centered on dealing 
with the trials of life. During the sermon, a blind man 
stood and said he agreed with the message, but asked 
if any trial could be more difficult than going blind. St. Anthony paused before 
answering, “Yes―losing your vision.”  Dr. Pollard then turned to Dr. McAlpine 
and said, “Drake State has never lost its vision.”
 Oakwood University congratulates J.F. Drake State Technical College for its 
many accomplishments as our sister institution pursues senior college status 
from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

Dr. Helen McAlpine, president, 
Drake State Technical College

Michael G. Knight, SNMA 
president.
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OAKWOOD STAFF MEMBER REVIEWS HUNTSVILLE’S 
HISTORY 

 On August 24, 2011, Dr. Victoria L. Joiner Miller reviewed her doctoral dis-
sertation to a supportive group of co-workers, family, and friends at the Eva B. 
Dykes Library Media Center.  Her dissertation is entitled:  “Singing in a Strange 
Land: A Phenomenological Examination of Government-Sponsored Forced 
Displacement of African Americans in Madison County, Alabama.”  Presented 
as part of the requirements for her doctoral degree in Educational Leadership 
and Change, the review was hosted by Victoria’s dissertation chair, Dr. Malcolm 
Bonner of Fielding Graduate University.
 Victoria’s work explores the question: What is the impact of cycli-
cal government-sponsored dismantling of African American communities 
in Huntsville and Madison County, Alabama? This project also revealed the 
political connection of Huntsville’s urban renewal projects to the national 
thrust of Urban Renewal and Fair Housing of the 1940s–1970s through the 
work of Alabama senator John J. Sparkman.
 Victoria has been general manager of Oakwood University’s FM-WJOU 
for nearly 22 years.  She is an instructor in the Department of Communication 

and Fine Arts at Oakwood University, Alabama A&M University, and Calhoun Community College, and 
has also served as assistant vice president for advancement and development at Oakwood.
  Victoria is a feature writer for numerous publications, and her poster presentation entitled 
“Resistance is Futile: Subversive Urban Planning in the Tennessee Valley” was featured at the 2010 
Fielding Graduate University National Session in Tucson, Arizona. She has also served on the executive 
committee of the Adventist Radio Broadcasters Association and has been a member of the National 
Association of Female Executives, the Society of Adventist Communicators, and the North Alabama 
Association of Black Journalists.  Victoria is a graduate of Oakwood University and holds a master’s 
degree in Rhetorical Communication from Regent University. She is completing her doctoral studies 
in Educational Leadership and Change from Fielding Graduate University in 2011.  She is also the proud 
mother of two children, Jennifer, 19, and David, 11.

OU PROMOTES UNCF FUND-RAISING EVENTS 
 Huntsville, Alabama—The North Alabama United Negro Col-
lege Fund (UNCF) will once again partner with Oakwood University 
to present the annual UNCF Golf Classic. This event will take place 
on Monday, October 17, 2011, at The Ledges of Huntsville, located 
at 32 Castle Down Drive. The annual golf tournament begins with 
registration at 10:00 a.m., followed by tee-off at 12:00 noon. 
 As North Alabama’s only UNCF institution, Oakwood part-
ners with the local UNCF Planning Committee each year to organize 
this occasion, which is a precursor to the annual spring gala. This 
event is planned around the key focus of building community and business relationships, inspiring 
diversity, encouraging growth and economic development, fostering a spirit of philanthropy, and em-
phasizing the campaign motto, “Building Bridges to Opportunity.”    
 On November 13, the third annual UNCF Women’s Leadership Tea will be held at The Ledges 
of Huntsville Country Club, beginning at 3:00 p.m. to celebrate National Philanthropy Day and wom-
en who impact the community. Last year’s tea brought the women together from across Madison 
County and the general North Alabama region in a mutually beneficial exchange of ideas and that 
could only be topped by this year’s event. The guest speaker will be Bobby Bradley, co-founder of 
the Village of Promise.
 For more information, please contact the Office of Advancement and Development by calling 
256.726.7584, emailing uncf@oakwood.edu or visiting www.uncfnorthalabama.com online.

Dr. Victoria Joiner Miller, gen-
eral manager, WJOU.
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THE SULLIVAN ALLIANCE VISITS OAKWOOD
 On September 26, 2011, Oakwood Univer-
sity was visited by Dr. Louis Sullivan, former Health 
and Human Services secretary in the George Bush 
administration, and former dean of the Morehouse 
School of Medicine.  Dr. Sullivan visited our cam-
pus to personally invite Oakwood University to be 
a member in the Health Education Consortium, 
designed to promote the health-care professions 
among minority students and to eliminate health-
care disparities.  This meeting was organized by Dr. 
Alma York, former Oakwood University director 
and professor for health. 

OU ALUMNUS DR. RON C. SMITH ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN UNION

 On September 18, 2011, 
the 250 delegates representing 
the 250,000-plus members of 
the Southern Union Conference 
constituency elected Oakwood 
alumnus Dr. Ron C. Smith (class of 
1979) to serve as president of the 
Southern Union. Dr. Smith suc-
ceeds Elder Gordon Retzer, who 
has chosen to retire. Dr. Smith is a 
former editor of Message Maga-
zine and served most recently as 
secretary of the Southern Union 

Conference. Mrs. Yolanda Smith, wife of Dr. Smith, is 
also an Oakwood graduate, class of 1979.
 “Thank you for trusting us,” said Dr. Smith. 
“By God’s grace, we want to be loyal, faithful, and 
committed to your charge.” Dr. Smith is the first Afri-
can American elected to this position in the Southern 
Union.  

LEADERSHIP HUNTSVILLE HOSTED ON THE 
OAKWOOD UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
 On September 22-23, 2011 Oakwood University hosted 45 industry leaders from Hunts-
ville’s education, business, aerospace, corporate, and media sectors visited our campus. Cheri 
Wilson, Director of Development, organized the two-day event.  While this is the 25th year of the 
program, this is the first time it has been held at  Oakwood.  For 43 of the 45 leaders, this was 

Pictured (from left to right): Dr. Bernadette Williams, as-
sociate dean of Allied Health, Alabama State University; Dr. 
Louis W. Sullivan; Dr. Leslie N. Pollard; Dr. Alma York; and 
Mrs. Robin Carle, executive director of the Sullivan Alliance.

Pictured (from left to right) are:  Elder Dan Jackson, 
President of the North American Division and Board 
Chairman of Oakwood University, Dr. Smith, Elder Gor-
don Retzer, outgoing President of Southern Union, and 
Elder and Mrs. Randy Robinson, Treasurer, Southern 
Union Conference. 
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their first visit to  our award-winning campus.  This 
effort represents the institutional commitment to 
being a more community-engaged campus. The 
team was treated to a delightful vegetarian break-
fast which they each enjoyed. They also witnessed 
a documentary film produced by an OU Commu-
nications Department student on the Civil Rights 
movement in Huntsville.

OAKWOOD 
VIDEOGRAPHER TELLS 
OU STORY ONE VIDEO 
AT A TIME

 Anthonye Perkins, director of the OU Media Center, quietly 
works to produce state-of-the-art videography that tells 
the Oakwood University story to diverse publics.  Anthonye 
specializes in video products, and also hosts a weekly radio 
show on WJOU called “Sunset to Sunset.”  A graduate of 
OU (class of 1993), Anthony worked for NASA and the Army, 
specializing in media. He is happily married to the former 
Pamela Shavers (also an OU alumnus). 
 The next time you see Anthonye, please feel free to express 
your appreciation for the work that he does to advance the mission 
of Oakwood University.

OAKWOOD DIVISION OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
COLLABORATES ON CDC GRANT
 The Division of Academic Affairs convened 
a meeting for CDC Grant Collaboration with the 
Huntsville Center for Aging on September 6, 
2011.  Drs. Garland Dulan and Prudence Pollard are 
actively working to expand research grant fund-
ing as Oakwood envisions funded research as an 
essential component of a viable future.

OU PREPARES FOR SACS ACCREDITATION VISIT
 SACS held a planning retreat at the Westin Hotel in Huntsville, Alabama, June 1, 2011. Dr. John 
Anderson and the SACS leadership team worked to prepare Oakwood’s Compliance Report that was 
mailed to the SACS organization on September 13, 2011.  Special thanks to Dr. Anderson and Mrs. 

Dr. Pollard welcomes the group and shares Oakwood’s history. 

Anthonye Perkins, busy at work.

Pictured on left is Dr. Hansel Fletcher, Special Consultant to the 
Research Team.
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Jan Newborn for leading this significant institutional activity.  We 
invite you to pray  with us for a successful site visit, which is sched-
uled for February of 2012.

SOUTHERN UNION PRESIDENTS’ 
MEETING HELD

 The Southern Union’s President’s Meeting took 
place in Longboat Key, Florida, July 4-9, 2011. The families 
attending were blessed by the preaching, teaching, and 
planning that took place. This meeting supports the Oak-
wood connection to the Southern Union by bringing OU 
to the annual planning summit.

OU BCBLC LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOPS CONDUCTED IN SOUTH AFRICA

 On July 21-29, 2011, a team of lead-
ers from Oakwood University and the 
Bradford Cleveland Brooks Leadership 
Center (BCBLC) conducted leadership 
development education for more than 
200 ministers and employees of the 
Trans vaal and TransOrange conferenc-
es in South Africa.  Drs. Harold Lee and 
Keith Burton of the BCBLC organized 
the trip.
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OAKWOOD SHINES IN ALSAMP PROGRAM

 As one of the six oldest National Science Foundation (NSF) alliances 
in the nation, the Alabama Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation 
(ALSAMP) strives through its 12 member institutions to increase the quality 
and quantity of under-represented minority students completing baccalau-
reate degrees in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
fields.  Oakwood University was one of nine institutions that were part of 
ALSAMP that began in 1991. Over the lifetime of the program, 1991-2011, 
over 1,000 underrepresented minority students have graduated with STEM 
majors from Oakwood University.
 The interaction of ALSAMP students and faculty and the facilities are 
advantageous for all. The undergraduate institutions benefit from having 
their students participate in research experiences with research faculty, 
while the research institutions have the opportunity to work with, identify 
and recruit highly qualified minority students seeking to attend graduate 
school. The diversity of the Alliance―historically Black colleges and univer-
sities, majority institutions, public and private institutions and research and 
teaching institutions―boast a new era of cooperation as the Alliance seeks 
to maximize learning opportunities and increase the achievement bar for all 
ALSAMP students.
 The science and mathematics departments at Oakwood University 
award degrees in biology, biology education, biochemistry, biomedical 

sciences chemistry, chemistry education, mathematics, computer sciences and natural sciences.  Dr. 
Kenneth LaiHing, chair of the Chemistry Department, is the site coordinator.
 The LSAMP Program has made a great impact on STEM student enrollment, retention and 
number of graduates at Oakwood. The program provided scholarships to STEM majors and imple-
mented a summer bridge program in order to increase enrollment.  A drop-in center, mentoring, re-
search, and a caring staff all helped to increase retention so that STEM enrollment more than doubled, 
and STEM degrees increased by more than 50 percent.  Of the 63 students who received scholarships 
during 2010-2011, 43 have graduated in STEM areas from Oakwood.
 In the September 2011 issue of ALSAMP’s “Impact” report, 20 OU alumni were highlighted:  
Joshua Anthony, Jaysson Brooks, Sheila Cooper, Sonnet Davis, Abdell Ferdinand, Ebony Hammond, 
Jonathan Henderson, Ashley Humphrey, Symanda Jobson, Jon McIver, Roycelyn Mentor Marcel, Jays-
son Brooks, Steven LaiHing, Ryan Lang, Carl Lokko, Talitha Hampton Mayo, Raginee Mendoza, Theo-
dore Nicholson, Victoria Poole, Mustimbo Roberts and Toni-Ann Wright.

Dr. Kenneth LaiHing, chair, OU 
Chemistry Department and 
ALSAMP site coordinator.

Arlene Wimbley, Institutional 
Effectiveness.

OAKWOOD EMPLOYEE COMMENDED BY NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION
 Elise Miller, program director of the Postsecondary Institutional 
Studies Program at the National Center for Education Statistics (U.S. Depart-
ment of Education), recently wrote to President Pollard, expressing “ap-
preciation to your institution, and especially to your IPEDS keyholder, Arlene 
Wimbley [Institutional Effectiveness].  As of today [three weeks prior to the 
close of the Fall 2011 data collection], all of the required IPEDS surveys for 
your institution have been entered, edited, and locked.  Providing IPEDS data 
is a major undertaking, and we want you to know that we truly appreciate 
the timely response. We hope that you will pass along our word of gratitude 
to your keyholder [Arlene].  Again, please accept our thanks to you and your 
staff for your important contributions to the success of IPEDS.”
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FIRST CHAPEL SIGNALS CHANGE IN 
COMMENCEMENT OF 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

 On August 23, 2011, “First Chapel” represented a new way to commence the 2011-
2012 school year.  Oakwood Elementary, Oakwood Adventist Academy, the Oakwood 
Church, and Oakwood University came together to consecrate the school year to God.  
Faculty and staff marched in together.  The theme was “God First.”
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 They spent the summer researching at the U-M 
Biological Station and then on the evening of August 
17, 2011, the incoming Frontiers master’s student co-
hort presented their results.
 "It was a fantastic symposium,” said Professor 
Mark Hunter, director of the Frontiers Program. “Our 
Frontiers students spoke on a diversity of topics in 
evolution and ecology to a broad audience of UMBS 
faculty, staff and students. It was fascinating to hear 
the results of a busy summer of research."
 The new Frontiers students (pictured left to 

right) are: Lillian Smith (Oakwood University, class of 2010), Beatriz Otero-Jimenez (University 
of Puerto Rico-Rio Piedras), Alexandria Moore (University of Michigan), and Marcella Baiz 
(Grand Valley State University).
 Baiz, whose research interests are behavioral ecology, phylogenetics, and biogeogra-
phy, studied optimal foraging behavior in antlions.  She tested models designed to describe 
how antlions should handle variation in diet quality.
 Moore, who is interested in conservation ecology and biodiversity, demonstrated that 
insect herbivores can impose fitness costs on their herbivores. Specifically, milkweed insects 
can cause reductions in fruit set in milkweed plants.
 Otero-Jimenez’s research interests include ecosystem ecology, biodiversity, and agri-
culture, and she managed to establish a link between plant and animal succession. Changes in 
vegetation at UMBS are driving change in insect communities. 
 Smith, whose research interests are plant ecology, tropical ecology, and biodiversity, 
spent the summer trying to establish if pitcher plants change color to balance their needs for 
carbon and nitrogen.

OU ALUMNA LILLIAN SMITH ATTENDS UMBS/
FRONTIERS MASTER’S STUDENT SYMPOSIUM

DR. PRUDENCE POLLARD TEACHING M.B.A. 
STUDENTS IN HAWAII AND GUAM

 Prudence Pollard, Ph.D., M.P.H., R.D., P.H.R., and as-
sistant vice president for Faculty Development, Leadership, 
and Quality, teaches M.B.A. students in Hawaii and Guam for 
the Loma Linda University School of Public Health. Oakwood 
University is in conversation regarding the start of an M.B.A. 
program.
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A LETTER OF THANKS FOR NEW OAKWOOD 
REGISTRATION EXPERIENCE 

 Dear President Pollard, as a parent I just want to express my appreciation for a “registration” 
that was well done.  I was so surprised as a parent not to have a repeat of four years ago, when I 
brought my daughter Lexie to OU. I just couldn’t believe how smooth the process was. Kudos to the 
Navigators and the NAPS volunteers, who so willingly got our two cars unloaded and delivered our 
daughter’s belongings to her room in 10 minutes maximum. Thanks for the water that was passed 
out. Your staff needs to be commended for the knowledgeable, courteous way they worked with 
parents. Even the glitch with the photo ID machines was handled efficiently and professionally. The 
assigning of dorm rooms was so smooth that I felt we were in the wrong place. The parents’ farewell 
was superb. You took registration to the next level, and the parents were extremely grateful. May 
God continue to bless your leadership and your administration, faculty, staff, and students!―Cassan-
dra Danley-Arnold.

Registration was supported by retirees like 
Dean Claude and Jo Thomas.  They welcomed 
parents and students to Ashby Auditorium.

Information Technology and Finance cooperated to 
make the experience positive for families. From left 
to right, Kyle Mackey, Anthony Walker, James Butler 
from IT, with Sabrina Cotton, VP for Finance. 

The OU Navigators, high-energy student leaders,  
helped this year's freshmen to orient themselves 
to their new life as university students.
 

Short lines made the registration experience 
move at a faster pace. Special thanks to the 
Records Department and all staff who helped 
make fall registration a sucess.

OakwOOd University
7000 adventist BOUlevard, nw

HUntsville, alaBama 35896
www.OakwOOd.edU


